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• Cabinet intake and case processing 
• Allegations can be made using the Kentucky Child/Adult Protect Services 

Reporting System (https://prdweb.chfs.ky.gov/ReportAbuse/) or the 
Kentucky Child/Adult Abuse Hotline (1-877-597-2331)

• Acceptance and referral to local office

• Investigation
• Allegations are either substantiated or unsubstantiated

• On-Going
• Plans, Reviews, Reports

• CHFS Manual: https://manuals.sp.chfs.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx

Administrative Case Process

https://prdweb.chfs.ky.gov/ReportAbuse/
https://manuals.sp.chfs.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx












• The Juvenile session of the District Court of each county shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction of DNA proceedings concerning any child 
living or found within the county, who has not reached his/her 18th

birthday.

• Family Court has concurrent jurisdiction

KRS 610.010



Family Court (division of Circuit Court) has the following jurisdiction:

• Dissolution of Marriage/Property Division
• Child Custody
• Visitation
• Maintenance and Support
• Termination of Parental Rights (TPR)
• Adoptions
• Domestic Violence
• Paternity
• Status
• Dependency, Neglect and Abuse cases (DNA)

KRS 23A.100



(1)(a) A child whose health or welfare is harmed or threatened
with harm, when his parent, guardian, person in a position of 
authority or special trust, or other person exercising custodial 
control or supervision (PECCS) of the child does the following:

KRS 600.020



• Inflicts or allows to be inflicted upon the child “physical” or 
“emotional” injury by other than accidental means

• Creates or allows to be created a RISK of physical or emotional 
injury

• Engages in a pattern of conduct rendering the parent incapable 
of caring for the child, which may include incapacity due to alcohol 
or drugs

KRS 600.020



Statutory Steps in a DNA Case*

Emergency Custody Order/Petition

Temporary Removal Hearing

Adjudication

Disposition Hearing

Reviews

* Pre-Hearing 
Conferences, Motion 
Hearings, and other 
proceedings may, and 
are likely to, occur 
between each step in 
the case.



• Unless waived by the child and parent(s)/PECCS(s), a temporary 
removal hearing shall be held:
• Within 72 hours of an ECO being granted

• Within 10 days of the filing of the petition, if no ECO was granted

• In order to grant temporary custody, the Court must find, by a 
preponderance of evidence, there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that the child would be dependent, neglected or abused if returned 
to parent(s)

• Hearsay may be admissible for “good cause”

KRS 620.080



Low Burden of Proof

• Preponderance of Evidence (more likely than not)

• “Reasonable Grounds to Believe”

• Child would be dependent, neglected or abused
• “Risk of…”

• Petitioner does not have to prove “who did it”

KRS 620.080



If the child is placed with the Cabinet, or out of home under 
supervision of the Cabinet, the Court must determine that:

• The state made reasonable efforts to prevent or eliminate the 
need for removal

AND

• Continuation in, or return to, the home would be contrary to 
the welfare of the child

*These findings affect Title IV-E reimbursement for the child

42 U.S.C. § 675(5)(G)



• If the Court finds at the TRH that it is not safe to return the child 
back to parents, then the Court converts the ECO to a TCO

• If the Cabinet gets custody, then the Cabinet shall place the child 
in the least restrictive appropriate placement

• The adjudication hearing must be held, and a final disposition 
must be made, within 45 days of the child’s removal, unless the 
Court finds that extending the time is in the child’s best interest

KRS 620.090



Adjudication Hearing: What is the truth or 
falsity of the allegations in the complaint?



• The Civil Rules apply

• The Court must determine whether the child was dependent, 
neglected or abused at the time the petition was filed

• The burden of proof is on the complainant to prove DNA by a 
preponderance of the evidence

KRS 620.100



• All cases involving children in DNA Court shall be heard by the 
Court – not a jury

• The child, parents, and PECCS each have a right to confront and 
cross-examine witnesses

• Foster parents, pre-adoptive parents, and relatives providing care 
to the child have a right to notice, to appear, and to be heard

KRS 620.100



Disposition Hearing: What is in the Best 
Interest of the Child?



• Informal adjustment (dismissal)

• Return the child to home of removal with protective orders such as:
• Protective orders prohibiting custodians from action or requiring Cabinet supervision

• Supervision of the child by the Cabinet

• Any orders authorized in law for DVO (KRS 403.715-785) and IPO (KRS Chapter 456)

• Removal of the child to custody of an individual or agency

• Commitment of the child to the custody of the Cabinet

• Extend or reinstate the child’s commitment if requested by the child before 
he/she turns 19 years of age

KRS 620.140



• District Courts have concurrent jurisdiction with Circuit Court to 
determine permanent child custody and visitation in DNA cases

KRS 620.027



• If a child enters foster care, the Court shall conduct a permanency review 
hearing within 12 months and every 12 months that custody and out-of-
home placement continues

• The Court shall address the permanency goal:

• Should the child return home?

• Should the child be placed for adoption?

• Should the child be placed with a permanent custodian?

• If the child is 16 or older, has the Cabinet documented a compelling 
reason why it is in the best interest of the child to be placed in another 
planned permanent living arrangement?

KRS 610.125



•Return to the Parent
•Adoption
•Legal Guardianship (Permanent Custody)
•Permanent Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative 

(Permanent Relative Placement)
•Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement 

(APPLA)

42 U.S.C. § 675(5)(C)



https://youtu.be/HmruKxgqBmI

https://youtu.be/HmruKxgqBmI
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Questions?



Thank you!
The Honorable Kevin Mullins, Letcher County District Judge

KevinMullins@kycourts.net


