Facility Safety Checklist
Prevent hazards and injuries by creating and maintaining a safe environment for children. This checklist can be used as a tool to help you recognize safety hazards so that they can be minimized or eliminated. This checklist does NOT include every possible safety hazard. It is intended to complement, NOT to replace, Kentucky’s health and safety regulations. 
	Safety Indicators
	Applicable age groups
	Is the standard
being met?

	
	Inf
	Tod
	PS
	SA
	Yes
	No
	Not Yet
	N/A

	Falls and falling objects
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All stairs and steps used for children are solid, safe and railed. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Porches, lofts and decks have secure railing with slats no wider than 2 and 3/8 inches apart. 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Carpets and rugs are securely attached to the floor to prevent tripping.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Safety gates are used to block access to stairs with more than two steps. (Note: Accordion style gates are not used since they can collapse and trap a child’s neck). 
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Infant walkers on wheels are not used. 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All high chairs have a wide base so they cannot tip over easily.
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sides of playpens and cribs are always raised completely while in use. 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Electric cords to lamps and appliances are kept out of children’s reach. 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Spills are immediately wiped up off the floor. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Walking paths are free from toys and other objects to prevent tripping. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	A child is NEVER left alone on changing tables or other furniture.
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children are always strapped into highchairs, strollers and swings.
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Trampolines are not accessible to children.
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Drowning
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children are always supervised while they are bathing, while in the swimming pool, and during water play.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Swimming pools, wading pools, fish ponds, wells, cisterns and other bodies of water are inaccessible to children (when not in use). 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Toilet lids are kept closed. Children are closely supervised while in toileting areas.
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mop buckets, ice chests, and pails of water are immediately emptied after use (a child can drown in 2 or 3 inches of water).
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burns (scalds, heat/chemical burns, electrical burns/shock, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bottles are heated in warm water or a bottle warmer. Bottles and baby food are NEVER heated in the microwave since “hot spots” could cause burns.
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The water temperature at all sinks accessible to children is 110 degrees Fahrenheit.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Hot liquids (above 120 degrees Fahrenheit) are kept out of children’s reach.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Unused electrical outlets are covered with safety caps or covers. Ideally covers are attached with a screw or other means to prevent easy removal by a child. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All electrical cords are kept out of children’s reach. 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Lighters, matches and flammable liquids are stored out of children’s reach.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Screens or barriers are used around electric fans, floor furnaces, freestanding heaters or fireplaces OR the items are inaccessible to children.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Electrical appliances with frayed cords are not used. If a cord is frayed, the electrical item is removed from the area until the cord is replaced. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Children are instructed to STOP, DROP and ROLL when garments catch fire. They are instructed to crawl on the floor under the smoke in the event of a fire. 
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Pots and pans are kept on the back side of the stove with the handles turned toward the back when in use. 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Choking, suffocation and strangulation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balloons are inaccessible to children. 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	All plastic bags are kept out of the reach of children.
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All toys and parts of toys are at least 1 and ¾ inches in diameter (about the size of a half dollar).
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hanging crib toys are not used for infants who are able to pull or push themselves up onto their hands and knees. 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Children under four years of age are not given small food items such as raisins, popcorn, nuts, hard candies, whole grapes or marshmallows. Foods such as hot dogs, sausages, carrots and similarly shaped food are cut into small bites (lengthwise) and NOT into round slices.
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Children are taught to chew their food well and to eat only when sitting down.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	

Infants are put to sleep in a crib or a play pen and NEVER on an adult bed, waterbed, thick rug, pillow, or bean bag. All soft pillows, stuffed animals and thick blankets are removed from the sleeping area. 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Infants are put to sleep on their back to reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).  
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Infants are held while being bottle fed. Bottles are NEVER propped or left in the mouth of a sleeping infant.
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cords or strings long enough to encircle a child’s neck are kept away from young children. This includes pacifiers with strings attached, long telephone cords, jewelry, hooded clothing, and long scarves.
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Stair railings and crib slats are spaced no more than 2 and 3/8 inches apart (to prevent head entrapment).
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Crib mattresses fit tightly with no more than two finger widths in the gap between mattress and crib frame.
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wounds (cuts, punctures, bruises, fractures, bites, stings etc.)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Sharp objects (e.g., knives, scissors, nails, etc.) are kept out of children’s reach. Preschool and school age children use sharp objects only when supervised. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Toys, equipment and furnishings are safe, sturdy and in good repair. There are no splinters, sharp edges or corners.  Protruding nuts, bolts, nails and other hazards are not present. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Power tools, lawn mowers and other equipment are inaccessible to children.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Glass doors and low windows are marked with decals, colored tape or posters to prevent children from running into them.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All pets are vaccinated that come in contact with children.  
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Windows that are used for ventilation have screens that are sturdy and secure to prevent insects and flies from entering the facility. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Finger-pinch protection devices are installed on all doors that are accessible to children. Toy chests are designed so that they do not smash children’s fingers. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Any firearms and ammunition on the premises are stored in a locked area that is inaccessible to children.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Poisoning
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cigarettes, cigarette butts, and all tobacco products are kept away from children since tobacco is poisonous when eaten.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Hazardous products, including medication, are stored in their original containers and are clearly labeled. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Toxic cleaning supplies, insecticides and other poisons (cosmetics, alcoholic beverages, pet supplies, medicines, vitamins, gasoline, paint thinner, fertilizer, weed killer, etc.) are inaccessible to children and are used only as recommended by the manufacturer. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Insecticides, rat poisons, and weed killers are only used when children are NOT present. Manufacturer directions are followed regarding length of time needed for treated area to be considered “safe”.  Leftover poisons are disposed of immediately.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Walls, furniture, and toys are painted only with lead-free paint.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Toys and materials do not contain toxic or poisonous materials. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Medication, including medication that requires refrigeration, is stored in a locked container that is inaccessible to children.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All poisonous plants have been removed. Other plants are clearly labeled. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	The water supply is protected from contamination and is obtained from a source approved by the local health department.

	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Motor vehicle safety
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children do not play in or near parking lots, parked cars or the road.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	A federally approved motor vehicle safety seat is used for each child under forty (40) inches in height. A child 40-50 inches tall and less than 7 years of age travels in a booster seat with a lap/shoulder belt.  Children over 7 years of age and adults wear individual seat belts.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Children under 13 years of age are transported in the back seat of a vehicle.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Children do not ride in the back of a pick up truck.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All passengers remain seated while the vehicle is in motion. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Children are NEVER left unattended in an automobile.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Children have been taught to look both ways when crossing the street. 
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All drivers are licensed to drive and operate the vehicle.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All drivers follow federal and state traffic laws.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	If the vehicle requires traffic to stop while loading and unloading children, it is equipped with signal lamps, identifying colors and cautionary words. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	The vehicle uses headlights when transporting children. 

	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	The vehicle is only refueled when children are not in transport. If emergency refueling or repair is necessary, all children are removed and supervised by an adequate number of adults while refueling or repair is occurring. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Children are required to use helmets and other safety gear with bicycles, skateboards, roller blades and scooters (also infants/toddlers, if being transported on a bicycle). 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Outdoor and playground safety
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The outdoor play area is fenced in OR the area does not need to be fenced according to state regulations (e.g., an after school program that is located on school property or a certified family child care home that has received an exception).
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Fences cannot be climbed by children. Gates to the outdoor area have childproof latches or are too high for the children to reach. 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Elevated surfaces, such as platforms and ramps, have guard rails to prevent falls.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Spaces that could trap children, such as openings in guard rails or between ladder rungs, measure less than 3 ½ inches or more than 9 inches. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Sand box is covered when not in use.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Outdoor play area is free from hazards including trash, glass, rubbish and flammable materials.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Outdoor play equipment is at least 6 feet away from pavement, fences, trees, buildings, or other play equipment.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	The surface area under play equipment is impact absorbing (such as one-foot-deep sand, mulch, pea gravel, wood chips, or safety-tested rubber or rubber-like materials). The impact absorbing surface extends at least 6 feet beyond the edge of equipment in all directions. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All protruding bolts or screws are covered with plastic safety caps.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Moving parts on playground equipment (swing components, teeter-totter mechanism, spring ride springs, etc.) are shielded or enclosed. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All chains on play equipment are covered with plastic tubing unless openings are less than 5/8 inches.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	All “S” hooks are closed completely on swings.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Storage areas are locked and inaccessible to children. 

	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Tripping hazards, such as tree stumps, rocks, and exposed concrete footings, have been removed or are clearly marked. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Metal play equipment, especially slides, are placed in the shade.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Swings and other equipment are sturdy and firmly anchored to the ground. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: anchor437600]Emergency procedures
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	There is at least one working telephone in the child care program. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	A list of emergency numbers is posted by each telephone, including police, fire station, emergency medical care, and the poison control center.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	At least one adult on duty is trained in infant and child cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and first aid.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Doorways, exit access paths and exits are free of debris and equipment to allow unobstructed travel from inside the child care facility to the outside. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Each floor level of a family child care home that is used for child care has at least one smoke detector. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Each floor level used for children has at least one unblocked exit.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Emergency exits are clearly labeled and visible at all times during operation of the child care facility. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Noise level is low enough so that an adult can be clearly heard and understood when speaking in a normal conversational tone without raising his/her voice. (Note: Excessive noise may interfere with children’s ability to hear well enough to develop language normally; it also increases stress.)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Fire, tornado and earthquake drills are conducted and documented as specified in the state regulations. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	There is a written action plan for natural or manmade disasters posted in a prominent place. 
	X
	X
	X
	X
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